
 

Background 
Student suspensions or expulsions will only be utilized in response to flagrant violations 
of acceptable student conduct. 

Definitions 
Suspension means the legal exclusion of a student from attendance at school in 
accordance with the Education Act for a one class period, from school, from one or 
more class periods, courses or education programs, from riding the school bus or from 
any school–related activity. 

Expulsion means the legal exclusion of a student from school by The Discipline 
Committee of the School Board for a specified period of time. An expulsion may be for: 

●​ A specified number of days. 
●​ The balance of a semester. 
●​ The balance of a school year. 
●​ A longer period of time. 

According to Section 37 (10) of the Education Act, when a student is expelled, the 
School Board shall: 

●​ Ensure that the student is provided with a supervised education program 
consistent with the requirements of the Education Act and any subsequent 
regulations. 

●​ Ensure that the student is provided with supports and services in 
accordance with Section 33(1)(e) of the Education Act. 

●​ Make all reasonable efforts to ensure the attendance of the student in 
accordance with Section 7 of the Education Act. 

Procedures 
1.​ Reasons for suspension from access to educational services may include: 

1.1​ Conduct that is injurious to other students or staff. 

1.2​ Open opposition to authority. 

1.3​ Habitual neglect of duty. 

1.4​ Continued use of profane or improper language. 

1.5​ Conduct deemed to be injurious to the tone and well–being of the school. 

1.6​ Willful damage to school property or to the personal property of other 
students or staff while that property is at school. 

1.7​ Failure to conduct himself or herself so as to comply with the requirements 
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outlined in Section 31 of the Education Act. 
2.​ Expulsion of a student will generally be the final step in a discipline procedure 

designed to help the student develop acceptable behaviour. This does not preclude 
a suspension for behaviour or an isolated incident deemed to be so serious that 
immediate removal of the student from the education setting is necessary. 

3.​ When a student is suspended for whatever duration, the parents/guardians will 
be contacted forthwith and the circumstances of the suspension explained, and 
the date of return will be specified. 

4.​ The parents/guardians will be informed in writing of all the circumstances 
respecting the suspension. 

5.​ If a student is not to be reinstated within five school days from the date of his 
suspension, the Principal will ensure that all of the following are completed. 

5.1​ Inform The Discipline Committee of the School Board through the 
Superintendent of the suspension. 

5.2​ Report in writing to The Discipline Committee of the School Board all 
the circumstances of the suspension together with the Principal’s 
recommendations regarding expulsion. 

5.3​ Provide the parents/guardians with a full copy of the report to The 
Discipline Committee of the School Board. 

6.​ No later than ten school days from the first day of the suspension, a meeting of The 
Discipline Committee of the School Board with the student, the parents/guardians, 
the Principal and other appropriate school staff will be held to decide whether to 
reinstate or expel the student. 

7.​ The Discipline Committee of the School Board, established under Section 52 (1) of 
the Education Act, will consist of three members of the Board. The Superintendent 
or his designate will aid the Committee with the meeting and provide background 
for their deliberations. The Secretary–Treasurer or designate will take minutes of 
the meeting. 

References:​ Sections 11, 31, 36, 37, 42, 44, 52 and 53 Education Act 
Board of Trustees Governance and Operations Manual 
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