Administrative Student Conduct on School Buses
Procedure 234

March 2024

Background

The Division believes that the child’s or student’s primary responsibility while riding the bus is to
conduct himself/herself in a manner which will not cause the bus driver to divert his/her attention
from driving the bus.

Procedures

1.

Children and students must exhibit responsible behaviour at their bus stop, on
the bus and also, while loading or unloading of the bus.

It is an expectation that children and students are to be at their designated stop,
approximately five (5) minutes before the scheduled arrival of their bus.

While the bus is in motion, children and students must not extend any part of their
bodies out of windows, try to get on or off the bus, or move about within it. Children
and students need to remain seated until the bus comes to a full stop and the door
is open.

Children and students must remain seated during the entire trip.

Children or students causing willful damage to the bus will be held responsible
for all costs.

When getting off the school bus, children and students must immediately move
away from the bus to the sidewalk, moving away from the danger zone.

Any child or student who violates any of Procedures 1 through 8 will be denied the
privilege of riding the school bus.

Parents/Guardians Responsibilities
8.1 Instruct their children to obey all school bus rules.

8.2 Ensure their children are at the bus stop on time and follow appropriate
loading and unloading Procedures.

8.3 Accept responsibility for the proper conduct of their children prior to boarding
the bus, during the daily trips and upon leaving the bus.

8.4 Make certain their children are appropriately dressed.

8.5 Ensure their children are aware of alternate arrangements to follow in the
event of emergent conditions (e.g. inclement weather, school closure,
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evacuation, bus breakdown, etc.).
9. Child and Student Discipline

9.1 The bus driver will report any recurring problems or improper conduct or
serious misconduct by a child or student to the Principal of the school.

9.2 The Principal may suspend any student under the provisions of the Education
Act, from riding on any bus and report the circumstances, in writing, to the
parents/guardians, the bus driver and the Chief Deputy Superintendent.

9.3 The Principal may suspend any child from riding on any bus and report the
circumstances, in writing, to the parents/guardians, the bus driver and the
Chief Deputy Superintendent.

9.4 The Principal may reinstate a child or student suspended from riding the bus.

9.5 When a child or student is not to be reinstated on the bus within five (5)
school days of the date of his/her suspension, the Principal shall immediately
report, in writing, all the circumstances of the suspension to the Chief Deputy
Superintendent, together with his/her recommendations.

9.6 For causing willful damage to a school bus, the parents/guardians of a child
or student will be held fully accountable for the cost of repairs to the bus. At
the discretion of the Chief Deputy Superintendent, the child or student may be
suspended from riding on the bus until such costs have been recovered.

9.7 The Division strongly supports its bus drivers in maintaining proper child and
student behaviour on the bus.

References: Section 11, 31, 32, 33, 36, 37, 51, 52, 53, 197, 222 and 257 Education Act
Traffic Safety Act
Student Transportation Regulation 96/2019
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