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Background

The Division recognizes that in an ever—changing world students are provided with
meaningful educational experiences and from time—to—time controversial issues may be
introduced into the classroom, particularly at Junior and Senior High School levels.
Controversial issues are those topics which are publicly sensitive and on which there is
no consensus of values or beliefs. By their nature, they generate diverse opinions and
debate on the distinctions between right and wrong, justice and injustice and on
interpretations of fairness and tolerance. They include topics on which reasonable
people may genuinely agree or disagree. The following Procedures govern the
discussion of such issues in schools.

Procedures

The Division believes that with skilled teaching, controversial issues that are age and
grade level appropriate can be thoroughly discussed without bias and that learning can
take place and confrontation be avoided.

1. Attention must be focused on the facts, rather than on opinion and
controversy. Facts are defined as all relevant information.

2. Presenting facts means that all opinions on an issue will be considered by all
students.

3. Participants will engage in discussion rather than argument, thus minimizing
disruptive emotion. Reasoning and logic are thereby learned and exercised by the
students. Some value may come from permitting students to air their opinion at
first, and then examine what has been said through investigating the facts.

4. Teachers may state their own opinion as such, when questioned by students or
where relevant in the curriculum. In making such statements, however, the personal
nature of the opinion must be stressed (e.g. “this is my personal belief...”) in order
that the objectivity of the discussion may be retained.

5. The teacher will assure that discussion of a controversial issue is not needlessly
prolonged.

6. Those whose viewpoints are not yet formed will be encouraged to
suspend judgment until the important facts are reviewed and discussed.

7. Appropriate resources representative of the various viewpoints will be made readily
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available.

8. Participants in a discussion will strive not to ridicule or embarrass another individual
for his/her beliefs.

9. Information regarding controversial issues will appropriately reflect the maturity,
capabilities and educational needs of the students and reflect the course
requirements as stated in the Programs of Study.

10. All teachers will discuss with the Principal the potential for controversy in value
issues.

11. All explicit instruction regarding gender identity, sexual orientation and human
sexuality topics are regulated by AP304 Gender Identity, Sexual Orientation and
Human Sexuality Topics which requires that schools provide parents/guardians
with the opportunity to have their child “opt-in” without academic penalty. This
requirement does not apply to incidental or indirect references to these topics.

References: Section 1, 2, 16, 18, 18.1, 19, 52, 53, 58.11, 58.12, 196, 197, 222 Education Act
AP 304 Gender Identity, Sexual Orientation and Human Sexuality Topics
Alberta Bill of Rights
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom
Guide to Education ECS to Grade 12

Reviewed: January 2007
November 2007
June 2016
July 2023

Revised:  October 2010

August 2016
March 2024

Prairie Land Public School Division March 2024
Administrative Procedure 303 Page 2 of 2



	Background 
	Procedures 

