Administrative
Procedure 305

Early Childhood Services

March 2024

Background

Early Childhood Services programs must address the developmental needs of each
child. Where such programs are offered by the Division, they must support an
integrated model of services involving staff, parents/guardians and the community.

Procedures

1.

Early Childhood Services programs will adhere to the beliefs, principles, goals and
program dimensions as set out in Alberta Education’s Kindergarten Program
Statement 2008 and the Programs of Study.

Enrolliment in Early Childhood Services programs is voluntary.

Children who are five years old before December 31 of the current school year will
be eligible for these programs.

Where Early Childhood Services programs are offered by the Division, children are
considered as enrolled students for budgeting purposes, and as such are part of
the whole school’s budget process.

Evaluation of child participation in Early Childhood Services programs will address
the social, emotional, physical and intellectual growth of each child. Progress
reports will be made periodically to the parent/guardian.

The Early Childhood Services teachers will be responsible for assessing each child
for readiness for Grade 1. If, in the opinion of the teacher, the child is deemed not
to be ready for entry into Grade 1, then the Principal and the Early Childhood
Services teacher will meet with the parents/guardians of the child and determine
what course of action is best for the child (refer to AP201 Entrance Age for more
information).

The programs for children with special needs, including those who have severe
disabilities, will be organized in accordance with AP308—Special Needs Students.

References: Sections 3, 21, 52 and 53 Education Act Early

Childhood Services Regulation 12/2022 AP201
Entrance Age

Kindergarten Program Statement 2008 Guide to
Education ECS to Grade 12
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