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Background 
The Division supports the provision of educational programs for children and students 
who have recently immigrated to Canada or those children and students born in Canada 
and live in homes in which the primary spoken language is not English. 

Procedures 
1.​ English Language Learning (ELL) students are defined as those who have 

recently arrived in Canada and Canadian born children and students whose 
proficiency in English is not commensurate with their age and/or abilities, as 
English is not their first language. 

2.​ Each Principal will code ELL children and students on the Education Information 
System for transmission to Alberta Education. 

3.​ Each school will develop a program plan for ELL children and students which will: 

3.1​ Encourage rapid integration of children or students into the school 
and community environment. 

3.2​ Give attention to the linguistic, cultural and academic needs of the children 
or students. 

4.​ ELL programs will be provided in accordance with Alberta Education's Program of 
Studies and the Alberta K–12 English as an Additional Language Proficiency 
Benchmarks 2.0. 

5.​ The Alberta K–12 English as an Additional Language Proficiency Benchmarks 
2.0 have been developed by Alberta Education to support teachers in: 

5.1​ Assessing and monitoring the language proficiency of English Language 
Learners. 

5.2​ Planning for language instruction. 

5.3​ Communicating with English Language Learners, their parents/guardians and 
other teachers about language proficiency. 

6.​ Benchmarks, Strategies and Resources for Teachers of English Language Learners 
are available at https://www.learnalberta.ca/Content/eslapb/proficiency_levels.html. 
The information at this website is intended for use by teachers, administrators and 
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consultants working with English Language Learners. 

 
References:​ Sections 3, 17 and 18 Education Act  
​ English as a Second Language Policy  
​ Alberta K–12 English as an Additional Language Proficiency Benchmarks 2.0  
​ Guide to Education ECS to Grade 12 
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