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Background

The Division believes that each school must have a curriculum—based Learning
Commons that is an integral part of the instructional program. The goal of the Learning
Commons is to enable all students to be engaged thinkers and ethical citizens with an
entrepreneurial spirit.

The concept of a Learning Commons is a shift in thinking from a library as a physical
space that is a repository of books, to an inclusive, flexible, learner—centred, physical
and/or virtual space for collaboration, inquiry, imagination and play to expand and
deepen learning.

A Learning Commons is an agile and responsive learning and teaching environment
available to individuals and groups to use for multiple, often simultaneous, purposes. It
supports literacy, numeracy, competency development and student learning outcomes
through access to and instruction in the effective use of print and digital resources.

The Learning Commons approach functions best when learning experiences in the
school community are coordinated to support student learning outcomes through
collaborative planning, teaching and assessing.

Procedures

1. The primary objective of the Learning Commons is to provide improved
opportunities for student achievement in relation to the Ministerial Order
028/2020 Student Learning.

2. The Learning Commons should:

2.1 Support the development of competencies in many areas, including the
gathering, analysis and evaluation of information.

2.2 Provide support, space and resources for inquiry, play and imagination.

2.3 Provide support, resources and opportunities for transferability of learning
to support broad exploration and inquiry that leads to deeper learning.

2.4 Provide and support technology for learning to enable creation, collaboration
and communication.

2.5 Provide student access to and guidance on the use of—Online Public Access
Catalogues (OPAC) with respect to online licensed and open access resource;
and quality print and digital learning resources in multiple formats that are
reviewed to ensure they address a diverse range of student learning and
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developmental needs.

3. The Learning Commons is meant to provide systematic instruction and practice in
locating, processing and sharing information in all formats, not in isolation from the
instructional program, but in meaningful conjunction with classroom activities.

4. The Learning Commons collection must be curriculum—based and part of the
instructional program.
Selection of resources is the responsibility of the school’s professional staff.
Each school will develop selection criteria and a selection process consistent with:
6.1 Guidelines for tolerance and understanding.
6.2 Identified Learning Commons goals and objectives.
6.3 Curriculum requirements.
6.4 Needs identified by students and teachers.
6.5 Information from recognized selection tools.

7. Consideration of the appropriateness of resources in the collection will be based
upon sound education principles and done in accordance with Ministerial Order
#034/2025 Standards for the Selection, Availability and Access of School Llterary
Materials.

References: Sections 18, 52 and 53 Education Act
Learning Commons Policy

Ministerial Order #034/2025 Standards for the Selection, Availability and Access
of School Llterary Materials
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