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Background 
Flags are symbols that identify people belonging to a group. The Canadian flag and the 
Alberta flag are symbols of honour and pride for all Canadians and Albertans and as 
such must be treated with respect. Flag etiquette outlined in this Administrative 
Procedure is an adaptation of international usage and the customs that the federal 
government has been observing for many years. 
Section 61 of the Education Act states that “A Board shall ensure that the Canadian flag 
and the Alberta flag are displayed at each school operated by the Board.” 
The Principal and staff are urged to take every opportunity to foster pride in Canada 
based on appreciation of its qualities and values as a nation and as a responsible 
member of the international community. 
Schools are required to display the national and provincial flags and to provide children 
and students with opportunities to sing the national anthem. 

Procedures 
1.​ The Principal must ensure that: 

1.1​ The Canadian flag is flown from the school's flag mast during school hours 
each school day and is displayed in a prominent position in or near the 
school's main entrance or in the school’s main gymnasium and theatre. 

1.2​ The Alberta flag is flown from a flag mast separate from that used for 
Canada’s flag. 

1.3​ The Alberta flag is displayed in a prominent position in or near to the school's 
main entrance. 

1.3 The Canadian and Alberta flags are displayed prominently at assemblies and 
in other locations as considered possible and appropriate by the Principal and 
staff. 

2.​ Children and students should know the significance of the Canadian flag. 
3.​ Children and students should know the significance of the Alberta flag. 
4.​ All flags must be kept in good repair. 

Flying Flags at Half–Mast 
1.​ A flag must be flown at half–mast when directed by the Superintendent or 

designate, and Alberta Education. 
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2.​ A flag may be flown at half–mast on the death of a child or student or staff member 
at the school. 

3.​ When the flag is raised to or lowered from the half–mast position, it is first raised 
to full–mast and then lowered. 

4.​ Flags are normally flown at half–mast from the time of notification of death up to and 
including the day of the funeral. 

5.​ Flags may be flown at half–mast on any occasion when the flag is being flown 
at half–mast on local government buildings. 

6.​ Flags are flown at half–mast on public buildings on the death of: 
6.1.​ The Sovereign or Member of the Immediate Family of the Sovereign. 
6.2.​ The current or a former Governor–General of Canada. 
6.3.​ The current or a former Prime Minister of Canada. 
6.4.​ A Federal Cabinet Minister. 
6.5.​ The Lieutenant–Governor or former Lieutenant–Governor of Alberta. 
6.6.​ The Premier, or former Premier, or a Cabinet Minister of Alberta. 
6.7.​ A Member of Parliament or the Member of the Legislative 

Assembly for Alberta from the local riding. 
References: ​ Section 61 Education Act 
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