Administrative Religious Exercises, Instruction and
Procedure 514 Holidays

June 2024

Background

Diversity and Respect, Section 16(1) of the Education Act states:

All courses or programs of study and instructional materials used in a school must
reflect the diverse nature and heritage of society in Alberta, promote understanding and
respect for others and honour and respect the common values and beliefs of Albertans.

Section 16(2) of the Education Act states:

For greater certainty, the courses or programs of study and instructional materials
referred to in subsection (1) must not promote or foster doctrines of racial or ethnic
superiority or persecution, social change through violent action or disobedience of laws.

The Board of Trustees of Prairie Land Public School Division requires the
Superintendent to operate in compliance with the appropriate legislation and Board
Policies.

The Trustees expect that each child and student will possess the character to do what is
right, act morally with wisdom and balance individual concerns with the rights and needs
of others.

The Trustees expect that the Superintendent will ensure that no program emphasizes a
particular religion, notwithstanding the Education Act definition of “alternative programs.”

Prairie Land Public School Division accepts children of all faiths and creeds, and it must
show understanding and respect for differences arising from differences in faith, while
encouraging inquiry and discussion in the continuing search for truth, which is the
hallmark of a growing, rational being.

Religious holidays

1. Nothing in this Administrative Procedure is meant to suggest any reduction in,
or cancellation of Christmas and Easter celebrations at a school.

Procedures

1. The Principal must make reasonable efforts to acknowledge major religious holidays
observed by the school community. Major religious holidays are noted in multi—faith
calendars and Principals may wish to consult with their school community about
holiday observances.

2. The Division may offer an alternative religious program in Division schools (as per
Section 19 of the Education Act) that may be requested by a parent/guardian but it
must not be a religious program offered by a separate school board of that religious
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denomination. However, the Division may offer this program, if in the opinion of
theBoard and that the Board has both sufficient resources and facilities to offer the
program, and the program is appropriate to meet the student’s education needs.

3. If Board determines that this program will be offered, a parent/guardian who
enrols their child in this program, the Board may charge that parent/guardian fees
related to this program only for the purpose of defraying all or a portion of any
non-instructional costs that:

3.1 May be incurred by the Board in offering the program.
3.2 Are necessary for the delivery of the program.

3.3 Are in addition to the costs incurred by the Board in providing
education programs other than this alternative program.

4. The Board may also approve the offering of religious instruction or exercises
to Prairie Land Public School Division students.

5. However, a teacher or other person providing religious instruction or exercises who
receives a written request signed by a parent/guardian of a student that the student
be excluded from religious instruction or exercises, the teacher or other person
shall, in accordance with the request of the parent/guardian, permit the student:

5.1 To leave the classroom or place where the instruction or exercises are taking
place for the duration of the instruction or exercises.
or
5.2 To remain in the classroom or place without taking part in the instruction or
exercises.

6. The Board shall provide notice to a parent/guardian of a student where courses,
programs of study or instructional materials, or instruction or exercises, include
subject-matter that deals primarily and explicitly with religion.

7. If the Board, teacher or other person offering the religious instruction or exercises
fails to comply with Sections 58 or 58.1 of the Education Act, that failure to comply
is deemed to be a decision that may be appealed in accordance with Section 42 of
the Education Act. A decision of the Board under Section 42 of the Education Act
with respect to an appeal relating to Section 42 (1) is final.
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