Administrative School Operation During Inclement
Procedure 507 Weather

June 2024

Background

The Division recognizes that it has a joint responsibility with parents/guardians to
ensure that the safety of children and students is not jeopardized during periods of
inclement weather.

The Division further recognizes that the decision to cancel buses or classes requires
careful deliberation and early communication. Except in extreme circumstances, for
example the RCMP prohibits travel on highways and secondary roads, schools will not
be considered closed.

The Division recognizes that weather and road conditions can differ markedly across
the Division.

The safety of children and students will be the paramount concern especially when
transporting them during periods of inclement weather.

Procedures

1. The decision to send children on the bus is that of the parents/guardians, even if
buses are running. The parents/guardians should consider factors such as age and
health of children, distance from school and road conditions when making their
decision.

2. Specific weather factors will define when school buses within the Division will not
operate.

2.1 Excluding wind chill, temperatures colder than minus 35 degrees Celsius.

2.2 Any combination of weather and/or road conditions making bus operation
unsafe as per Procedures 3.1 to 3.3 of this Administrative Procedure.

3. Any decision to delay or cancel buses should take into consideration the
following weather related factors:

3.1 Condition of the roads.

3.2 Visibility (blowing snow or soil).

3.3 Outside temperatures warmer than minus 35 degrees Celsius and wind chill in
combination with either Procedures 3.1 or 3.2 of this Administrative Procedure.

4. In cases where prior to the commencement of the school day regarding
inclement weather, the following should be taken into consideration.

4.1 Parents/guardians are expected to use their discretion as to whether they
consider it safe to send their children to school.
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4.2 Bus drivers are expected to exercise their own discretion in determining
whether to operate their bus routes. Consultation with parents/guardians on

the routes, other drivers and transportation staff is desirable so that the driver
may reach an informed decision based on more than one source of
information.

4.3 In all cases, the option to postpone bus operations will be fully explored. Any
delayed pick—up time will be communicated to the parents/guardians, the
Principal and the Transportation Coordinator. Weather conditions normally
improve or modify during the morning hours. Setting a delayed start time will
be the first line of action and will be carried out no later than 10:30 a.m. on the
school day that is affected by inclement weather. In the event that conditions
do not improve, route cancellations will take place. Parents/guardians and
schools will be notified of any change in status.

5. When any of the above conditions exist or if a bus driver determines not to make
his/her run, he/she should make every reasonable effort to notify the
parents/guardians of children on the route. The driver should ensure that the
Principal is notified as early as possible. The Principal should notify the appropriate
radio stations as early as possible in accordance with School Procedures. The
driver should notify the Transportation Coordinator of the cancellation as soon as
possible.

6. The Transportation Coordinator will inform senior administration and the Board
of Trustees of any delayed or cancelled runs for that day.

7. The Principal has the authority to cancel classes in the event that inclement weather
conditions make it unsafe to operate buses. Schools will remain open however for
children and students who can attend. The appropriate radio stations should be
notified as early as possible in accordance with School Procedures. An information
fan—out system for all families who have children attending the school might be
used in addition to or in place of the radio.

Should buses be cancelled, it is expected that staff will make a reasonable
attempt to come to school in order to provide small group or individual attention to
children and students who do attend.

8. During any period of inclement weather when delivering children and students
home, the driver must ensure that the children and students are able to enter their
home before leaving them. If it is not possible to deliver the child or student home,
the driver should keep the child or student on the bus until he/she is able to deliver
the child or student to a safe place.

9. Once the children and students are delivered to the school, no buses will pick them
up to take them home until the regular dismissal time, unless the Principal and the
driver together determine that it is in the best interests of safety to allow the driver’s
bus to leave early. Decisions will be made on an individual basis in order that
individual route circumstances can be accounted for. Weather information obtained
directly from Environment Canada should be used to inform such decisions.

When leaving in advance of regular dismissal time, before taking children and
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students from the school, the driver and/or school must contact the
parents/guardians of each child to make them aware that their children will be
delivered home early.

10. Should parents/guardians wish to make alternative arrangements for transporting
their children home before regular dismissal time, they must notify the Principal
before the child or student will be allowed to leave the school.

11. In the event that safe conveyance home of the children or students by bus at the
regular dismissal time is not possible due to adverse weather or road conditions
specified above, the children whose parents/guardians do not take them home will
be billeted.
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